
News from Principal Lynch & the Main Office 

Dear Nassau Families, 

With only a few days left in the 2019-2020 school year, like many of you, I am feeling 

bittersweet about our ending. This situation has been difficult on many levels, but I 

believe that everyone has done a terrific job of coming together throughout these 

extremely tough times.  

Fourth quarter report cards will be released digitally on the parent portal this Thursday 

at 12:00. As was mentioned earlier, they will look different, but they will still include 

comments from your child’s teacher. 

We will be having a “wave off” tomorrow morning at Nassau for our 2nd grade students. 

While we all would much rather have done our traditional end of the year 2nd grade 

events, our whole staff is very excited about seeing our second grade students drive 

through the Nassau parking lot one last time as primary students! 

All organizations, even under the best of circumstances, constantly plan, implement, 

and adjust. Spackenkill takes pride in continuous improvement, and that is one of the 

reasons the district has been so successful. One of the areas that our teachers have 

been working very hard on over the past several months is our curriculum. While we 

have put a good faith effort into teaching remotely, predictably, it’s been clear that 

remote learning for primary students has been less effective than in person learning.  

In thinking about how to support families this summer, we’ve mapped out which 

standards were not taught to the level that they typically would have been had we been 

in school this spring. We then inserted them into the Edgenuity software that our district 

has used for several years. While I am sure that everyone is ready for a break, I would 

encourage each student to work through the summer folder that their teacher created 

for them on the Edgenuity platform. This will be beneficial for them as we move into the 

2020-2021 school year. 

Edgenuity uses a combination of direct instruction, supported practice, independent 

practice, and summative assessments to teach and assess the standards that your 

child’s teachers have selected for them. Once they have completed their summer folder, 

each student can work on their individualized learning pathways that have been set up 

for them based off of our MAPS assessments. Teachers will be communicating with you 

more about this in the coming days. Please check out the program on the Edgenuity 

Website.  

We’ve worked very hard at Nassau to mentally stay ahead during a time that is 

extremely unpredictable. While discussing and planning for hypothetical situations that 

may never come to fruition can be stressful, it’s served our school community well 
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throughout the pandemic. As we wait patiently (not really!) for NYS school guidance in 

regard to next year, we have been intensely planning for all of the possible scenarios 

that could come from it. This summer will be busy as a diverse group of stakeholders 

from the school community work together on our district reentry committee. After 

reading each of your comments from the survey, it’s obvious that we are all working 

hard to “make lemonade” together and I deeply appreciate that.  

Finally, I want to thank each of you for all of your support during this rather unique time. 

Online learning was difficult for our primary students and I know there was a steady mix 

of good and bad days, but everyone hung in there and made it across the finish 

line...hats off to you!  

I hope all of you have a safe, healthy, and relaxing summer break.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

Erik Lynch 

Principal 


